CHAPTER   IV

THE BATTLE OF JUTLAND

I RECEIVED the first news of my new appointment from the Daily
Mail of January i8th 1916: "To H.M.S. Tiger of the ist Battle
Cruiser Squadron as a lieutenant-commander." This sounded
very promising and I was glad to get official confirmation of the
appointment through the usual channels. On January 24th, I
joined this fine ship at Rosyth in the Firth of Forth and im-
mediately found myself amongst friends who gave me every
assistance to bring myself up to date in the Naval technique of a
modern big ship, for it was now seven years since I had left H.M.S.
Good Hope.

The Tiger, commanded by Captain Felly, was the latest of the
modern battle cruisers and with the; Lion, Princess Royal and Queen
Mary formed the first division. The second division consisted of
the New Zealand, Australia and Indefatigable. The older battle
cruisers. Invincible, Indomitable and Inflexible, formed another divi-
sion, but they were usually with the Grand Fleet at Scapa. The
Battle Cruiser Force, therefore, which went to sea from Rosyth,
numbered seven ships. In addition, there were attendant light
. cruisers as advanced screens, and destroyer flotillas for anti-
submarine escort. Vice-Admiral Sir David Beatty still wore his flag
in the Lion with Captain Ernie Chatfield as his flag captain. All
four ships of the first division mounted eight 13-5-inch guns, a
pair in each of the four turrets, in addition to a subsidiary arma-
ment of 6-inch guns. They could keep station at 25 knots and the
Tiger was good for 28 knots when pushed. Our anchorage was
above the Forth Bridge and at normal times we were at four hours3
notice for steam, but this was frequently shortened to one hour.
When at four hours' notice, a certain number of officers and men
were allowed ashore for recreation between 1.30 p.m. and
5.30 p,m.

The duties allotted to me included those of senior watch-
keeper, which carried with it the responsibility of arranging the
roster of watches in harbour and at sea. My battle station was in
charge of A turret, right forward. I had much to learn both on the
bridge and in my turret and I certainly set about it with zest, for
everything was of the latest design, including the Gyro compass
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